
                                            
 

Utah County Commission 

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 

 

Utah County, Utah 

  

 

 WHEREAS, the Utah County Health Department (“Department”) Executive 

Director/Local Health Officer finds the widespread community transmission occurring among the 

general public and the need for Utah County and the public to work cooperatively and proactively 

to slow the spread of COVID-19 and address any challenges that may arise due to this disease in 

Utah County; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the State of Utah has recently experienced the highest positive test rate for 

COVID-19 since the pandemic emerged, with a disproportionate percentage coming from Utah 

County; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Department recognizes and acknowledges the health, social, and 

economic concerns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, and affirms that these concerns motivate 

the Department’s desire to have a local order aimed at protecting public health while allowing the 

economy to continue to reopen; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department Executive Director/Local Health Officer, recognizing the 

need for Utah County and the public to continue to work cooperatively and proactively to slow the 

spread of COVID-19, does hereby find that there is an imminent and proximate threat to public 

health from COVID-19 in Utah County. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, PURSUANT TO UTAH CODE § 26A-1-114 AND UTAH COUNTY 

CODE 10-2-5, THE UTAH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR/LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER, RALPH CLEGG, AND PURSUANT TO 

UTAH CODE § 53-2A-209, THE UTAH COUNTY COMMISSION, DO JOINTLY ISSUE 

THIS PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER FOR UTAH COUNTY: 

 

Section 1.  The intent of this Public Health Order is to ensure a coordinated implementation of 

practices which slow the transmission of COVID-19. All individuals living, working within, or 

visiting Utah County are expected to adhere to the current “Phased Guidelines for the General 

Public and Businesses to Maximize Public Health and Economic Reactivation” (the 

“Guidelines”) applicable to their area.  

 

Section 2.  Whereas the current Guideline levels applicable to Utah County (Yellow and Orange) 

emphasize the importance of face coverings, each individual within Utah County must wear a 

face covering in public areas, including any indoor or outdoor space open to the public, where 
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consistent physical distancing of at least six feet from any other individual who does not dwell in 

the same household is not possible, reasonable, or prudent.  

 

Section 3.  The following individuals are exempt from this Order: 

  

 3.1  an individual under five years of age; 

 

3.2  an individual with a medical condition, mental health condition, or disability that 

prevents the wearing of a face covering; 

 

3.3  an individual engaged in an activity where the ability to see the mouth is essential for 

communication with others, or who is communicating with an individual who is deaf or 

hard of hearing; 

 

3.4  an individual for whom wearing a face covering would create a risk to the individual 

related to the individual’s work or activity, as determined by local, state, or federal 

regulators or workplace safety guidelines;  

 

3.5  an individual who is obtaining a service involving the nose or face for which 

temporary removal of the face covering is necessary to perform or obtain the service; 

 

3.6  an individual who is seated at a restaurant or other establishment that offers food or 

beverage service, while the individual is eating or drinking; 

 

3.7  an individual who is purchasing a product or receiving services that requires 

identification may briefly remove a face covering, as necessary, so that a retailer or 

service provider can verify identity; 

 

3.8  an individual engaging in work where the individual is alone in an indoor 

establishment or facility; 

 

3.9  an individual engaging in strenuous physical activity where circumstances are not 

reasonably conducive to wearing a face covering, such as swimming, running, etc.; 

 

3.10  an individual who otherwise qualifies for an exemption under State Health Order 

2020-111, or any other state or federal exemption regarding face coverings. 

 

Section 4.  This Order takes immediate effect, and will expire at 11:59 p.m. on October 20, 

2020, unless extended, rescinded, superseded, or amended in writing, and shall be re-evaluated 

as warranted. This Order shall be on file for public inspection with the Utah County Health 

Department. This order may be rescinded prior to this term if key public health metrics such as 

case counts, hospitalization rates, positivity rates, and mask compliance indicate a declined risk 

to public health and a lower level of restriction is reasonable and prudent. 

 
1 This Order does not supersede State Health Order 2020-11, or any amendments thereto, regarding face coverings 

in schools.  
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As the world-wide pandemic continues to evolve, we recognize the extraordinary and 

difficult efforts of the many individuals and businesses in our communities who implement and 

enforce this Order. The purpose of this Order is to promote and protect individuals’ health and not 

to impose criminal penalties. In the event a municipality has enacted a local mask ordinance, order, 

or regulation, that local ordinance, order, or regulation shall apply to such municipality and 

supersede this order.  

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 22, 2020 

 

BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER OF THE 

UTAH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS, UTAH COUNTY, UTAH. 

 

UTAH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

UTAH COUNTY, UTAH 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Tanner Ainge, Commission Chair 

      APPROVED AS TO FORM:     

      DAVID O. LEAVITT 

      Utah County Attorney 

 

 

      By: ___________________________   

      Deputy County Attorney   

 


